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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COTONO 01090 050825Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 AGRE-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
EB-07 FRB-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 
XMB-04 OPIC-06 SP-02 LAB-04 EPG-02 SIL-01 OMB-01 
PA-02 PRS-01 /069W 

053250 050835Z/20 

R 050800Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9829 

UNCLAS COTONOU 1090 

PASS AID/AF/SFWA AND FFP 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, ECON, DM 

SUB J : BENIN FOOD SHORTAGE: SALE OF UNHARVESTED CORN FORBIDDEN 

1 . CITING "THE INVASION OF THE COUNTRYSIDE BY UNSCRUPULOUS TRADERS 
(COMMERCANTS VEREUX) AND OTHER VILE SPECULATORS," BENIN COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS JUNE 29 PROHIBITED THE SALE OF UNHARVESTED CORN 
(MAIS SUR PIED). PURCHASES OF CORN NOT YET HARVESTED WERE 
DECLARED VOID AND NON-REIMBURSABLE. INTER-PROVINCIAL TRAFFIC IN 
FRESH CORN WAS FORBIDDEN. COUNCIL ALSO CALLED ON PROVINCIAL 
AUTHORITIES TO "MAKE CONCRETE PROPOSALS" TO PARTY CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE TOWARD SOLVING THE PROBLEMS OF FOOD PRODUCTS 
MARKETING. 

2. ACTION IS TAKEN JUST PRIOR TO UPCOMING HARVEST AND CAN BE 
SEEN AS WARNING TO WOULD-BE SPECULATORS AND COLLABORATING 
FARMERS THAT GOVERNMENT ENTERTAINING NO THOUGHT OF SLIPPAGE 
IN THE ENFORCEMENT OF ITS RESTRICTIVE PRICING POLICIES. THOMPSON 
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